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Legislative Scorecard for the 2021 Legislative Session 

The National Association of Social Workers, California Chapter (NASW-CA) is proud to release our 2021 
Legislative Scorecard.  NASW-CA represents approximately 9,000 professional social workers who have 
degrees from accredited social work programs.  NASW-CA advocates on behalf of our members and their 
clients, for the implementation and improvement of programs and policies designed to enhance human well-
being and help meet the basic needs of all people.  For more information on the NASW-CA policy priorities, 
please visit www.naswca.org. 

Methodology 
This analysis is based on the final floor votes cast on the selected measures.  Legislators who were officially 
absent for a vote did not have their vote included in the rating.  The Governor’s rating is based on whether he 
signed or vetoed measures we supported. Please note that these bills are a subset of the bills on NASW-CA’s 
priority list for 2021 and do not constitute all bills NASW-CA took a position on in 2021. 

Summary of Legislation 

AB 101 (Medina) Pupil instruction: high school graduation requirements: ethnic studies. 
Requires students, commencing with the graduating class of 2029-30, to complete a one semester course in 
ethnic studies to receive a high school diploma. 
NASW-CA Position: Support 
Outcome: Signed by the Governor 

AB 118 (Kamlager) Department of Social Services: C.R.I.S.E.S. Grant Pilot Program. 
Establishes the Community Response Initiative to Strengthen Emergency Systems (CRISES) Act pilot grant 
program to expand the participation of community organizations, rather than police, in emergency response 
for vulnerable populations. 
NASW-CA Position: Support 
Outcome: Signed by the Governor 

AB 218 (Ward) Change of gender and sex identifier. 
Helps protect the privacy rights of transgender and non-binary people over the age of 18, when securing a 
new marriage license or a birth certificate to reflect a change in gender.  
NASW-CA Position: Support 
Outcome: Signed by the Governor 

AB 333 (Kamlager) Participation in a criminal street gang: enhanced sentence. 
Redefines the term “pattern of criminal gang activity” to exclude lower-level offenses and requires more 
direct evidence of gang involvement to apply enhanced sentencing.    
NASW-CA Position: Support 
Outcome: Signed by the Governor 

https://www.naswca.org/
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB101
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB118
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB218
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB333
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AB 369 (Kamlager) Medi-Cal services: persons experiencing homelessness. 
Extends full Medi-Cal benefits to persons experiencing homelessness, and allow providers to bill Medi-Cal for 
services offered to persons experiencing homelessness outside of a traditional medical facility. 
NASW-CA Position: Support 
Outcome: Vetoed by the Governor (Veto message can be found here) 

AB 829 (Levine) Foster children: immigration counsel and guardianship. 
Requires a county to make best efforts to provide undocumented minors and non-minor dependents in foster 
care under the jurisdiction of the juvenile court with access to immigration legal services. 
NASW-CA Position: Support 
Outcome: Signed by the Governor 

AB 1243 (Rubio) Protective orders: elder and dependent adults. 
Aims to combat isolation by authorizing family and friends to petition on behalf of an elder or dependent adult 
for an anti-isolation restraining order.  
NASW-CA Position: Support 
Outcome: Signed by the Governor 

AB 1487 (Gabriel) Legal Services Trust Fund Commission: Homelessness Prevention Fund: grants: 
eviction or displacement. 
Establishes the Homelessness Prevention Fund to fund education, outreach, and legal services targeted towards 
preventing homelessness among particularly vulnerable renter populations. 
NASW-CA Position: Support 
Outcome: Vetoed by the Governor (Veto message can be found here) 

SB 2 (Bradford) Peace officers: certification: civil rights. 
This bill grants new powers to the Commission on Peace Officer Standards and Training to investigate and 
determine peace officer fitness and to decertify officers who engage in “serious misconduct”; and makes 
changes to the Bane Civil Rights Act to limit immunity. 
NASW-CA Position: Support 
Outcome: Signed by the Governor 

SB 65 (Skinner) Maternal care and services. 
Re-imagines maternal health in order to improve perinatal outcomes, close racial disparities in maternal and 
infant mortality and morbidity and improve data collection and research on socioeconomic factors that 
contribute to negative birth outcomes. 
NASW-CA Position: Support 
Outcome: Signed by the Governor 

SB 221 (Wiener) Health care coverage: timely access to care. 
Moves California closer to true mental health parity by requiring HMOs and health insurers to make available 
follow-up appointments with a nonphysician mental health or substance use disorder provider within 10 
business days of the prior appointment. 
NASW-CA Position: Support 
Outcome: Signed by the Governor

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB369
https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/AB-369-1082021.pdf
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB829
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB1243
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB1487
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB2
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB65
https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/AB-1487-1082021.pdf
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB221
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SB 320 (Eggman) Domestic violence protective orders: possession of a firearm.
Strengthens existing law regarding the process by which a person subject to a domestic violence restraining 
order must surrender their firearm and makes gun ownership in such cases a factor in determining child 
custody.
NASW-CA Position: Support
Outcome: Signed by the Governor

SB 428 (Hurtado) Health care coverage: adverse childhood experiences screenings.
Requires a health plan that provides coverage for pediatric services and preventive care to additionally include 
coverage for adverse childhood experiences (ACEs) screenings.
NASW-CA Position: Support
Outcome: Signed by the Governor

SB 549 (Jones) Social workers: essential workers.
Provides if social workers are deemed as “essential workers” during a state of emergency, they should be in the 
top tier of workers who receive PPE and other health and safety equipment.
NASW-CA Position: Support
Outcome: Vetoed by the Governor (Veto message can be found here)

SB 639 (Durazo) Minimum wages: persons with disabilities.
Specifies that an employee with a disability shall not be paid less than the legal minimum wage.
NASW-CA Position: Support
Outcome: Signed by the Governor

2021 Highlights and Notes

After an unprecedented year, the legislature took many steps toward reconciling racial injustice and the effects 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. NASW-CA supported numerous criminal justice reforms including increased 
accountability for police, decreased sentencing requirements, and community crisis response programs. We 
also prioritized bills addressing housing and healthcare disparities, especially those related to behavioral health 
services. We were disappointed the Governor did not sign SB 549, which would give social workers priority for 
PPE once they are declared “essential workers” during a state of emergency. Although the Governor did not 
want to put this requirement in law, we will continue working with his office to prioritize social workers during 
a state of emergency.

Of the 109 bills we supported that reached the Governor’s desk, he signed 96 bills and vetoed 13, which is a 
success rate of 88 percent.

For additional information, please contact:
Rebecca Gonzales
Director of Government Relations and Political Affairs
Outlet Coworking, 2110 K Street                          (916) 379-7597
Sacramento, CA 95816                                          (916) 442-2075 – Fax
www.naswca.org rgonzales.naswca@socialworkers.org

https://www.naswca.org/
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB320
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB428
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB549
https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/SB-549-Message-Scan.pdf
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB639
rgonzales.naswca@socialworkers.org
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