MNASW

National Association of Social Workers California Chapter

Legislative Scorecard for the 2019 Legislative Session

The National Association of Social Workers, California Chapter (NASW-CA) is proud to release our
2019 Legislative Scorecard. NASW-CA represents approximately 10,000 professional social
workers who have degrees from accredited social work programs. NASW-CA advocates on behalf
of our members and their clients, for the implementation and improvement of programs and policies
designed to enhance human well-being and help meet the basic needs of all people. For more
information on the NASW-CA policy priorities, please visit www.naswca.org.

Methodology
This analysis is based on the final floor votes cast on the selected measures. Legislators who were

officially absent for a vote did not have their vote included in the rating. The Governor’s rating is
based on whether he signed or vetoed measures we supported. Please note that these bills are a subset
of the bills on NASW-CA’s priority list for 2019 and do not constitute all bills NASW-CA took a
position on in 2019.

Summary of Legislation

AB 218 (Gonzalez) Statute of Limitations

Extends the statute of limitations for victims of childhood sexual assault to age 40, or within 5 years
of the date the plaintiff discovers or reasonably should have discovered that the psychological injury
or illness occurring after the age of majority was caused by sexual assault, whichever is later.
NASW-CA Position: Support

Outcome: Signed by the Governor

AB 392 (Weber) Deadly Force

Authorizes police to use deadly force only when it is necessary to prevent imminent and serious bodily
injury or death.

NASW-CA Position: Support

Outcome: Signed by the Governor

AB 577 (Gloria) Maternal Mental Health

Extends Medi-Cal postpartum care from 60 days to one year for women diagnosed with a maternal
mental health disorder or from the end of pregnancy, thereby ensuring no gap in coverage and
maintaining continuity of care.

NASW-CA Position: Support

Outcome: Signed by the Governor

AB 589 Employment: Unfair Immigration Practices

Forbids employers from possessing or destroying an employee’s immigration documents with the
intent to commit trafficking, peonage, slavery, involuntary servitude, or a coercive labor practice.
This bill also requires employers to provide employees with a new “Workers Bill of Rights.
NASW-CA Position: Support

Outcome: Vetoed by the Governor




AB 731 (Karla) Healthcare Coverage Rate Review

Requires health plans and insurers to expand the rate review practice that the state already has in
place for the individual and small group markets and apply it to the large group market in order to
control health care costs.

NASW-CA Position: Support

Outcome: Signed by the Governor

AB 734 (Maienschein) Resource Families

Establishes a pilot program in up to five counties to create a post-placement coaching program for
resource families, formerly called foster care families, in order to provide them with individualized
support to help them meet the complex needs of children placed in their care

NASW-CA Position: Support

Outcome: Vetoed by the Governor

AB 1482 (Chiu) Rent Caps

Sets a maximum percentage for rent increase of 5 percent plus inflation to protect tenants from huge,
unforeseen increases that cause them to lose their housing. The bill also requires landlords to have
and state a “just cause” in order to evict a tenant. This bill does not preempt local rent control or “just
cause” laws that may have stronger protections.

NASW-CA Position: Support

Outcome: Signed by the Governor

SB 24 (Leyva) Student Health Centers: Medicated Abortions

Requires, on and after January 1, 2022, all University of California and California State Universities with
on-campus student health centers to provide medication for early pregnancy termination to its students.
NASW-CA Position: Support

Outcome: Signed by the Governor

SB 136 (Wiener) 1-Year Sentence Enhancement

Repeals California’s one-year sentencing enhancement for each prior prison or felony jail term and
only applies this enhancement to certain sexually violent offenses.

NASW-CA Position: Support

Outcome: Signed by the Governor

SB 159 (Wiener) Prep and Pep

Authorizes pharmacists to furnish two powerful HIV preventative medications — PrEP (pre-exposure
prophylaxis) and PEP (post-exposure prophylaxis) without a prescription. The bill also removes
insurance preauthorization requirements that make accessing this medication more cumbersome.
NASW-CA Position: Support

Outcome: Signed by the Governor




SB 329 (Mitchell) Source of Income Discrimination

Includes specified housing, such as Section 8 housing vouchers, as assistance that is a protected
source of income under the Fair Employment and Housing Act. This prohibits landlords from
discriminating against families that receive housing assistance and would require that assistance to be
treated the same as any other form of income.

NASW-CA Position: Support

Outcome: Signed by the Governor

SB 354 (Durazo) Dream Loan Program

Helps undocumented graduate students enrolled at public universities afford college by allowing
them to access the Dream Loan Program. This program currently provides low-interest loans to
Dream Act students who are accessing the Cal Grant program and attending UC and CSU.
NASW-CA Position: Support

Outcome: Signed by the Governor

SB 365 (Durazo) Immediate Child Care Assistance

Amends the California Work Opportunity and Responsibility to Kids (CalWORKSs) Immediate Need
statute to make certain that parents with a job or a verified job offer who need childcare in order to
work or participate in an educational or training activity can receive immediate assistance.
NASW-CA Position: Support

Outcome: Vetoed by the Governor

SB 394 (Skinner) Caregiver Diversion

Creates a pretrial diversion program for defendants charged with a misdemeanor or a non-serious,
nonviolent felony who are primary caregivers of a minor child, under 18 years of age.

NASW-CA Position: Support

Outcome: Signed by the Governor

SB 639 (Mitchell) Medical Services Credit and Loans

Strengthens consumer protections for medical credit cards that are offered to consumers; and, provides
clarification to consumers so they can understand the terms and conditions of their credit cards.
NASW-CA Position: Support

Outcome: Signed by the Governor

2019 Highlights and Notes

This year was Gavin Newsom’s first year as our Governor after eight years of Jerry Brown and it
provided insight on how his priorities compared to the previous Governor. Newsom was more
generous with his state budget proposal, but he was also careful to not deplete our budget reserves.
When it came to legislation, he signed some measures that Governor Brown had vetoed, but he also
vetoed more bills than we expected. We do believe that the new Governor will be a good partner for
NASW during the remainder of his term.

Of the 113 bills we supported that reached the Governor’s desk, he signed 88 bills and vetoed 25,
which is a success rate of 78 percent. This success rate is about equal to the rate under Governor
Brown. We look forward to working with the new governor and continuing our work to protect
marginalized communities.



For additional information, please contact:

Rebecca Gonzales

Director of Government Relations and Political Affairs
(916) 379-7597

rgonzales.naswca(@socialworkers.org
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NV indicates Not Voting/Abstaining and is counted as a ""no" vote

EA indicates Excused Absense and is not counted in the rating

State Senate on 6/4/2019 so his grade not reflected in this score card

Assemblymember Brian Dahle was elected to the
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Reginald B.
Sydney
Melissa A.
Eloise Gomez
Blanca E
Shirley N.

NV indicates Not Voting/Abstaining and is counted as a "'no vote
EA indicates Excused Absense and is not counted in the rating
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Jones-Sawyer
Kamlager-Dove
Maienschein
Melendez
Muratsuchi
Nazarian
Obernolte
O'Donnell
Patterson
Petrie-Norris
Quirk-Silva
Rodriguez
Santiago
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Benjamin
Patricia C.
Andreas
Ling Ling
Maria Elena
Cathleen
Steven M.
Shannon
Robert M.
Hannah-Beth
Connie M.
John M. W.
Anthony J.
Thomas J

**SB 354 - Brain Dahle and Lena Gonzalez were elected on June 4, 2019 and were not in office for this vote.

NV indicates Not Voting/Abstaining and is counted as a ""no" vote
EA indicates Excused Absense and is not counted in the rating

Governor
Gavin Newsom

Senator Name
Archuleta
Bradford
Caballero
Galgiani
Gonzalez
Hertzberg
Mitchell
Moorlach
Portantino
Wieckowski
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